
Talk about Friendship
Take a moment to think about the friendships you have known.
How many of those friendships would you characterize as "good" friends?
What made them good friends?

Take a moment to think about the greatest times or worst times you have 
ever known. What role did friendships play in those times?

What’s the difference between a close unbelieving friend and a close 
Christian friend?

Consider Christian Friendship
Read John 15:9-17. How does Jesus want his followers to treat each other?

What does “friendship” mean to Jesus according to this passage?

Read Ephesians 4:1-16. What reasons does Paul give for unity among 
Christians? Why should Christians live in unity?

How do verses 11 & 12 build the unity described in verse 13?

Based on this passage, what should a community of Christians look like?

How big does that group need to be before it can start to look like that?

Take it Home
Strategically, what will it take for your group to express the kind of 
community we see described by Jesus and Paul?

GOD’S FAMILY FUELS MY FIRE:
The Spirit dwells in me but his power is revealed in community. I intentionally 
prioritize Christian relationships because I have something to give and something 
to receive. Matt 22:39-40 (Acts 2:1-4 :: Gal 6:10 :: 1 Th 5:19 :: Eph 4)

Specifically, I affirm the presence of the Holy Spirit in my life and heed the 
guidance he gives through the counsel of others in this church. I will view this 
community as my spiritual family and offer my time, talent, and treasure here 
before serving or giving elsewhere. I will prioritize the weekly gatherings for 
worship and join a Core Group. I will pray for and support my leaders, love my 
fellow believers, and vigorously defend the unity of this church.

What’s your reaction to this statement?
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